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John Paul II Foundation receives the Consul of Italy in Jerusalem and 

the Mayor of Milan Municipality  

 
Bethlehem – The President of John Paul II Foundation in the Middle East, Father Ibrahim Faltas, 

and the Head of Bethlehem Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Samir Hazboun, received in Bethlehem the 

Consul General of Italy in Jerusalem, Dr. Giampaolo Cantini, the Mayor of Milan Municipality, Mr. 

Giuliano Pisapia and the accompanied delegation, in the presence of the Mayor of Bethlehem 

Municipality, Dr. Victor Batarseh, and the Ambassador of the Palestinian National Authority in 

Rome, Mr. Sabri Atieh. 

The President of John Paul II Foundation welcomed the guests and briefed them about John Paul 

Foundation, its mission, goals and programs, and also about the Italian Language program at John 

Paul II Foundations premises. 

The students of the Italian language and their teacher welcomed the guests, and expressed in a 

speech the young people’s appreciation for the twinning agreement signed between Milan and 

Bethlehem Municipalities, stressing on the need for activating the cultural exchange between young 

people in both cities in order to practice the Italian language. The student also explained about the 

Palestinian culture, habits and traditional food, as well as they spoke about the difficult situation of 

Bethlehem caused by the Israeli occupation and the Israeli separation wall. 

It should be mentioned that the students presented a souvenir gifts to the Mayor of Milan 

Municipality who expressed his happiness and appreciation for the efforts of students and their level 

of speaking the Italian language. The students also thanked the Consul General of Italy for his 

continuous work in serving the development. 

After the discussion made by the students, Father Ibrahim Faltas spoke about some examples of 

enterprise partnership with various sectors focusing on the local Palestinian private sector as a 

partner in development, whereas, he presented the experience of John Paul Foundation in this 

partnership with the Bank of Palestine, which pays great attention to social responsibility towards 

Society. 

At the end of the visit, Father Ibrahim Faltas presented to the Mayor of Milan Municipality souvenir 

gift and to the wife of Milan Mayor a Palestinian scarf. 

From his side, the Mayor of Milan Municipality expressed his appreciation and admiration for the 

work of the John Paul II Foundation in the Middle East, and wishes for further progress of the 

institution in all his work and projects that serve the land and people. 

 



 


