
 
 

Euro-Palestinian Water Film Festival to highlight water issues 
Up to 20 European and Palestinian films to screen around Palestine from October 21 to November 7 

 

 

The European Union and its Palestinian partners in water cooperation are to hold the Euro-Palestinian 

Water Film Festival from October 21 to November 7 in Bethlehem, Gaza, Hebron, Jerusalem, Nablus, 

Ramallah and Birzeit. 

As 2013 is the UN International Year of Water Cooperation, the festival is an initiative to raise awareness 

both of the potential for increased cooperation and on the challenges facing water management, through 

the art of filmmaking. 

 “Access to safe drinking water and sanitation is central to living a life in dignity and upholding human 

rights," EU Representative John Gatt-Rutter declared at the festival's opening. "In Palestine, however, 

severe water shortages and acute water quality problems continue to negatively affect the lives of many 

Palestinians, especially in Gaza. The EU has invested in high impact projects in both Gaza and the West 

Bank in an effort to increase Palestinian's access to clear water for domestic and argicultural use." 

 “The Palestinian and the European films presented in this festival have a critical role in expressing the 

sociological, political and cultural significance of water," added Dr Shaddad Attili, head of the 

Palestinian Water Authority. "We are particularly proud of the Palestinian films screened at the festival 

and the way they depict the interaction between water and daily life in Palestine. It is essential to speak of 

the booming Palestinian cinema that we have been witnessing in recent years. We encourage our young 

filmmakers to produce more films about the aspects of life in Palestine and share them through 

international film festivals." 

The Euro-Palestinian Water film festival is to run from October 21 to November 7 in the following 

Palestinian areas: 

 Jerusalem: Opening at 6:00 PM | October 21, on the Hind Al Husseini Campus 

 Ramallah and Birzeit: Opening at 6:00 and 7:00 PM | October 21, in the Kasaba Theatre 

 Gaza Strip: Opening at 5:00 PM | November 3, at the French Institute 

 Nablus: Opening at 6:30 PM | October 20, at the French Institute 

 Hebron: Opening at 6:30 PM | November 2, at the Korean Centre 

 Bethlehem: Opening at 4:00 PM | November 4, at the John Paul II Foundation 
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